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On July 10 in La Paz, Bolivian anti-drug police placed Asunta Roca Suarez in the custody of US
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents who flew her to the US to face prosecution for
cocaine trafficking. The event marked the first extradition of a Bolivian citizen to the US on drug
charges. Roca Suarez maintains she is innocent. (See NotiSur 07/07/92 for previous coverage of
Supreme Court ruling and related issues.) Bolivia's Supreme Court authorized the extradition on
July 1, based on a 1900 treaty drafted to extradite US bank robbers Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid. Although the treaty did not specify drug-related charges in the list of crimes applicable to
extradition, the court argued that a 1988 UN treaty signed by both countries made it apply. In 1989,
former interior minister Luis Arce Gomez and his assistant, Erland Echeverria, were turned over
to DEA agents and flown to the US. At the time, no formal extradition proceedings took place.
The Bolivian Supreme Court denounced the incident as illegal. On the morning of Roca Suarez's
extradition, one journalist was reportedly beaten and two others had their tape recorders seized
by police. Roca Suarez's lawyer, Maria Teresa Montano, asserted that the action constituted a
kidnapping, rather than extradition. She added that the legal process for extradition was not
complete. According to Montano, the decision for extradition was based on the family's inability to
come up with a US$570,000 payoff demanded by the Supreme Court justices. The Court decision
sparked widespread public protest and a special request for suspension of the ruling by 30 members
of the national congress. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, Associated Press, 07/10/92)
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